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Known as a pervasive and highly lucrative business, human trafficking is recognised as the third-largest criminal activity globally.
The advance of digital technologies has enabled traffickers to intensify and diversify their activities with greater anonymity.
Technological solutions, especially ones developed based on data analytics and Artificial Intelligence (AI), have been deployed by
intelligence agencies to assist in anti-trafficking efforts. However, there is limited evidence of the potential benefits and harms
entailed by those tools, especially in the context of the global South, where AI regulations and data protection frameworks are
not comprehensively developed.

Taking the case study of Southeast Asia with a focus on Viet Nam, major global hot spots of human trafficking, the research aims
to critically analyse the current usage and anticipate the future possibilities of data analytics and AI in anti-trafficking tools from
societal, legal, and ethical perspectives. An interactive map of existing anti-trafficking tools will be constructed using search
techniques. Quantitative and qualitative research methods including surveys, key informant interviews, and focus group
discussions will be employed to evaluate the current usage of those tools following sets of criteria based on AI ethics and safety
frameworks and human rights standards.

The research will contribute to the evolving understanding of the role of technology in and against the human trafficking sphere.
Recommendations on frameworks for accountable, responsible, and transparent data analytics and AI-based anti-trafficking tools
will assist in the design, deployment, and implementation of robust, fair, ethical and victim-centric human trafficking response
systems.


